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Dear Frien(ls,

Where, oh where is my fairy godmother? June has
been an incredibly disorganisecl month. Michelle
and the kids went to Victoria for a surprise visit
with her parents, while 1 had a huge surprise

sprung on me. Read on for more information.

Oh Canada.

The world spins so quic]zly! One Friday in mid-
June, I'm at my day jol) discussing a possi]ole trip
to Canada with my l)oss, planned to take place in
late July. He says “Late July doesn’t suit, can you
go this Weclnesclay instead?”

So five days later, I'm on my way to NW Ontario!
Luclzﬂy, my camera is always ready to travel and
all T had to find were some summer clothes and
my passport. Apparently, turning up wearing only
a large format camera is not considered good
etiquette in some parts of Canada. Who would
have guessed?

On the ﬂight from Perth to Sydney I was seated
next to a pair of gigantic elbows attached to a
man. With another 35 hours of travel in front of
me, this was not a favourable omen for the
remainder of the trip. | still have a numb leg from
pinching a nerve on that ﬂight.

Next stop on this whirlwind tour of the glo]oe was
Honolulu in transit to Vancouver. I guess the
plane could not make the ﬂight clirectly to
Vancouver, but Why did we need to stop in a part
of the USA? Their paranoid immigration rules
make any transit through the country unpleasan’c,
to say the least.

We all queuecl to get off the plane while it took on
more fuel and passengers. Then we queued for an
eternity to get through immigration after
answering some bizarre questions. We then queued
to get back throug}l the security scans, then again

to get back on the very plane we just got off. T was

free in Hawaii for about 30 metres.

And where were the friencﬂy greetings and floral
leis? Where were the smihng faces of the Hawaiian
people? My whole midnight visit to the island
paradise consisted of waiting to find out if [ am a
terrorist. As it turns out, I'm not. Or at least, I
wasn't at the time: I have to go t}lroug}l it all
again in a week. Chances are, | won't be 1)y then
either ..... T'll let you know next month if T have

become one.

I landed in Vancouver and quiclzly made my way
to the connecting ﬂig}lt for Winnipeg. When we
landed at Winnipeg, we were told we'd be sitting in
the plane for a while 1onger — the terminal was not
accepting planes while a thunderstorm was nearby.
This weather seems to follow me! As it turns out, |
was 1uclzy to be 1anding in Red Lake later that
evening too — the same storm system caused havoc

minutes before we touched down.

On F‘riclay morning (tl'le clay after 1 arrived) I
started work gathering information to build the
geology model for the mine. At lunch time, they
tell me they don’t want to work over the weekend
and that 1 must go fis}ling and canoeing for two
clays. Since tl'ley are paying for my time here
anyway, “It's your party!” 1 think to myself, and so
I spent the weekend doing ’chings most people pay
for. It’s times like this that remind me of why |
still lzeep my day jol) .....

Lakeside Retreat...taken on my last trip
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Oh, and I've been malzing photos along the way,
so you can expect to see some of them in the
coming months too. The trip is not over yet: I'm
still in NW Ontario while I write this newsletter,
so watch this space next month for the last
instalment in the saga: “The Return Of The
Hird”.

Matted Prints Now Available

During the month we acquired the equipment to

do our own mounting of prints in matts.

The matt board is the piece of coloured cardboard
which surrounds the print before it is put in the
moulding (the frame). Mounting prints in a matt
and substrate protects them from impact and from
Lending, and also prevents the surface of the print
from coming into contact with the glass in the

{I‘ ame.

Although having our prints mounted in this way is
not}ling new for us (aﬂ our framed prints have
matts) we can now do it ourselves. From later this
month (a{'ter [ return from Canada) we will })egin
seﬂing prints without the moulcling for those who
would like to choose their own frame. Matted
prints will be a cheaper option than a framed print,
but will offer better protection than a comple’cely

unmounted print.

The matted prints are wrappecl in a protective
plastic cover to ensure the matt stays clean and
fingerprints don’t appear on the print during
han(ﬂing. Since we can protect prints in this way,
we now offer a much greater selection of prints
than we've ever had clisplayecl before. I'm expecting
to have around 200 different p}lotographs to
choose from, ready to purchase, as Christmas
approaches. We are no longer restricted Ly the
available wall space when we select which of our

prints we offer for sale.

Leonora ancl Beyon(l

On my way home from Cue at Haster time, |
found a spot which I thoug}lt may give me a great
photograp}l if I were to return at the optimal time
of the year. That time was mid June, so during the

month, I took myself ona long drive.

The spot is an outcrop of weatherecl roclz YOlzm

north of Leonora, malzing it a 600km return drive

for one P}lOtOgIﬁP}l. Now do you believe this is an
obsession I live with?

I closed the gallery at my normal time of 1.00pm
on Sa’curday. I had already prepared for the trip
the previous evening, so all T had to do was go
home and paclz the car with the swag and my
camera and hit the road. How can it take so 10ng
to do two tasks? I was on the road l)y 2.30pm .....

The night was clear and colcl, and the alarm woke
me at 5.00am. A heavy dew had settled cluring the
nig}lt and my boots and jumper, which T had
placed on the seat beside my swag, were both
drenched. However, I could see the eastern sley was
clear and it looked like wonderful 1ig}1t would be
my reward for an unpleasantly cold night out in

tl'le open.

Donning my clammy jumper and l)oots, I climbed
the nearby rock with my camera and began setting
up. Goats, which have made the rock face their
home, were startled Ly my presence and turned to
stare at me. They soon resumed their head-
banging battles for a higher station in goatish
society and I watched in amazement as they

jumpecl all over the steep rock, chasing cach other.

I soon had my camera ready to make an exposure
and I waited for the light to become perfect. It
never quite made “perfect”, but it did become
pretty goocl, so I made my shot just after sunrise
while the light was glowing red.

I made a couple more shots during the next 15
minutes, but I knew I already had the shot I drove
three hours for, so I returned to my camp for a
light breakfast of fruit and a cup of coffee. I rolled
up the swag, threw the whole lot into the car and

drove home.

[ still haven't seen the shot I took — it’s in
Kalgoorlie and I'm not.

The things I do for my art ....
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Plordialloc Pier, Victoria

An Apolog‘y

Due to my unptanned Canadian trip, I was forced
to cancel my attendance at the opening of the
]ohn Paul Cottege Year 9 Photographic
Exhibition. Canceﬂing this engagement was hy far
my higgest regret about tra.vetting over to Canada
— the kids had put in so much effort and 1 was
going to let them down with very little notice.

So, a puhtic apotogy is in order: To the Year 9
students  of ]ohn Paul Cottege and ]ohn
Stachlewski (their teacher) o1 offer my most
sincere apotogy for not heing there to hetp
celebrate your achievements. Having seen the work
you put into the exhibition, I hope you feel proud
of your efforts and 1 hope you continue to express
your thoughts in the medium of art and especialty
photography. Congratutations to you all.

Photo Tip

[t's getting hard to come up with new tips cach
month! I do many of the things I suggest in these
tips without any conscious thought of doing them:
they just happen. No tip | have suggested before
illustrates this (tor me) automatic function more
than the one I'm about to offer.

When a suhject is taller than it is wi(te, select a
“portrait format” for the camera before pressing
the shutter release. By that, I mean turn the
camera on its side so the print is on its side when

you view it.

Its called “portrait format” because this is the way
most portraits are framed. Peopte are taller than
they are wide (Welt, mostty) so protessionat
photographers choose to frame the sitter in a taller
format picture.

Portrait format is well suited to suhjects such as a

person, a singte tree, a tall huitcting and so on.

On the other hand, if you were about to
photograph a group of peopte, or a forest or a city-
scape, all of which are wider than they are tatl, a

“tanctscape tormat” is the hest one to choose.

Next time you have your camera out, try one of
each format on a given suhject and compare the

prints.

WOW!

Last month’s Photo of the Month was an amazing
success: we had so many requests for it that we
were overwhelmed. I must admit to heing very
surprisect hy the response, and it was my fault that
we were not able to suppty all who came into the
gattery. We have been titting back orders, and

stowty ptaying ca.tch—up. All mail orders will be in
the mail hy 8 ]uty.

By the time you get this newsletter, I expect
demand will have been somewhat satisfied and
we'll have the print on (tisptay again. If you missed
out cturing June and would still like to huy it at the
speciat price, ptease hring your utrictge magnet”
print in and ptace an order — we'll let you have the

tutt—sized, framed print for $225 until Juty 16 if

we see your small print.

Wett, that’s it from us for another month. This
issue has been a little short, because I'm still in
Canada and Michelle has been husy (toing the
yearty stocktake and jetting about the country. 'l
write again next month, tinishing the saga of the
sudden Canadian trip and showing the photo I

took on my Leonora trip.

Cheers,
gm !.%

© Ocene by Hird 2005
Cnssinty\‘ St, l\'ntguurtie, 6430

Ph: (08) 90911 611 Fax: (08) 90 911 711 Maobile: 0408 95 11 76

Email: graeme(@sc cm‘h'\’hir(ttuwm

\\”L‘lW: WWW.SC L‘llL‘lW_\'t]tl'(t.\UHl




